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 2008 Pastor-Deacon Conference 
     Monday, March 10, 7:00 PM 
           
        at Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond 
                        3400 Brook Rd, Richmond, VA 23227, 355-8135  

    
� Cost: No Charge 
� Registration: see below 
� Dinner: No dinner but light refreshments served at 6:45PM.   
� Conference sessions will be presented one time only.  
� Theme: Where two or three of them gather…” 
 
 

Conference Choices: 
 The Rookie Deacon 

 The 3 Areas of Prayer: Personal, Public, & Ministry of Prayer 
 How to Slow Down So You Can Catch Up 
 Women as Servant Leaders in the Church 

 What Do I Say When..? 
 The Public Image of Your Church Deacons 
 The Role of the Deacon in Church Conflict 

 Encouraging the Pastor 
 Pastors & Deacons: Caring For Each Other 

 Where Do Deacons Come From? 
 
We hope you will distribute the list of the conference sessions being of-
fered and ask each deacon to choose one session to attend. The deacons 
can then report back to your church on that session.  If you have not had 
the opportunity to visit the Baptist Seminary here in Richmond, this will be 
a special opportunity for you to reflect on both your ministry call and the 
call of those in your church.  It is an honor to be chosen to serve God. 
Serving as a deacon is a call.  Anyone that has made a profession of faith 
in Christ has received a call to serve.  John Ortberg writes, 
 
  “And don’t forget, the next time you go into a church, to hold  
 your breath in wonder.  What you gaze on is not just a group  
 of people singing songs or listening to a message.  It is God’s  
 body on earth.  Where two or three of them gather in his name,  
 he is there too.” 

 
How can we help men and women in our congregations hear and respond 
to both vocational and lay-ministry?  Join us at BTSR for the Pastor/
Deacon Conference as we “gather” to talk about how our call unfolds – 
and how God continues to meet us where we are in our lives. 
 
There is no charge for this conference, but we would like to know 
your coming and what workshop you are interested in. To register 
call CVBM, 332-4670 or email gayle.taylor@cvbm.org  by March 3. 
 
¹John Ortberg, God Is Closer Than You Think, Zondervan, 2005, p. 108  
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Continue to Pray for Amelia Church Plant 
 
We continue to look for individuals to join the launch team and become a part of this 
new and exciting work.  Ironbridge is sending a good number of “missionaries” who will be 
commissioned to this new work as they leave their home church to help for a specific amount 
of time: 3, 6, 9 months or even a year.  The first service is March 9 and it is not too late for 
others who may be thinking about such a thing to be a part of this.  If you are thinking God 
might be leading you in this way, give me a call. 
 
How grateful I am to see the progress that is being made in the church start under the leader-
ship of Darrell Boggs of New Journey.  He has trained and led both the Steering Team and now 
the launch team.  How grateful I am for leaders who give sacrificially of their time and serve in 
their area of passion.   
 
 After all these many, many months of praying and discussing the possibility of this new 
church, it is exciting to see how God continues to work in very, very unique ways in this 
church.   
 
Attention Youth Leaders 
Ken Dibble, Youth Ministry Strategist for the Emerging Leaders Team of the VA Baptist Mission 
Board, will be with us May 13 for our Ministers & Staff Luncheon.   The program will be about 
encouraging our teenagers out of just being present for youth activities into becoming true 
leaders.  Ken’s role is to help identify emerging leaders who are sensing God’s calling to minis-
try and service and to help to identify, nurture, develop, reinvest and deploy God-called leaders 
for Virginia Baptist churches.  
 
Immediately following the lunch, Lonnie Brawley, Middle District’s Youth Ministry Coordinator, 
will lead a discussion on youth ministry networking and coordinating of MDBA planned events.  

________________________________________________________________________  
Volunteers Needed for Amelia Children’s Event 

 
As a way to introduce the new church plant in Amelia, Amelia Community Church, the church 
will host a county-wide event for children in the whole county. 

 
The First Annual Amelia County Jr. Olympics 

Saturday, March 8; 9:00 am—6:00 pm (rain or shine) 
Open to all boys and girls in grades 1 through 8 

Volunteers: 
� Possible for half day volunteers, as well as full day  
� Meeting location is in front of Amelia County High School 
� Purchase their own meal on the grounds or bring a lunch 
� Volunteers do not need to be sports oriented persons.  The assistance that is needed can be  

done by anyone; such as: serving food and drinks; helping identify first, second, etc place 
runners, measuring distances, gathering groups who are ready for an event;  etc. 

 
For more information on volunteering, contact  

Barry Wisner: 475-9288 or Darrell Boggs: 513-5750,  darrell@newjourneychurch.org 
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AMELIA provided dessert for the “Extreme Home 
Makeover” television crew/workers which consisted 
of approx. 1500 people. They were filming in Rice, 
VA.  The episode should air in February. Rev. Jeff 
Pinder has resigned as pastor. 
 
BELLWOOD has added to it's monthly events a 
Women's Brunch to be held on the second Saturday 
of each month.  Bellwood's Teen Jam Dinner/
Theater presentation of "Hotel Heaven" will be held 
February 8 and 9.  Bellwood Christian Cinema will 
host its next movie Feb. 29. 
 
CHESTER recognized Associate Pastor, Rev. Bill 
Damon for fifty years of service as a missionary, 
missions’ administrator and a pastor in Dec. The 
church float entry won first place honors as the out-
standing float in the Chester Christmas Parade. 
 
CHESTERFIELD COMMUNITY has a new website, 
www.ccc4JC.net . Check it out! 
 
ELKHARDT will be observing Love In Action month 
with a Kickoff breakfast Feb. 3.  They will also be 
sharing in the WMU Focus Week, Feb. 17 with 
Emily Weaver, former journeyman in Botswana, 
leading the message. 
 
FALLING CREEK welcomed Nikki & Chip Headley 
in concert Jan. 27. 
 
FINE CREEK more than doubled their Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering goal of $1,000.00. 
 
FRIENDSHIP dinner theatre, “The Love Boat” will 
be Feb 23 with a performance at 12:30 and 6:30 
pm. Cost is $10 for adults 12 and up and $5 for 
kids. Reservations need to be made by Feb. 20. 
Childcare will be provided for 3 and under. Call 
276-5803 for tickets. 
 
LYNDALE welcomed Dennis Green as guest 
speaker on Jan. 20 for Men’s Day.  
 
MAY MEMORIAL welcomes Rev. Todd Bradbury 
as Minister to Youth, and Karen Bradbury as Min-
ister to Children. 
 
RED LANE recently recognized Pastor David 
Slayton for 20 years of ministry. 
 
SKINQUARTER is having a couple’s retreat Feb. 8-
9 in Williamsburg. Swift Creek Community will co-
host.  
 
TOMAHAWK youth will present, “Yes, I Believe” 
musical Feb. 24, 11 am. 

 
 
 

 presents… 
 
 

IRON SHARPENS IRON  
2008 MEN’S CONFERENCE 

 
Saturday, Feb. 9  

8:30 AM - 4:55 PM 
St. Paul’s Baptist Church, Richmond 

 
Worship Seminars Exhibitors Resources 

 
For Men of All Ages (13 and older) 
Register at www.noblewarriors.org   

or 
 call 804-365-8683 for further details 

2008 Deacon Banquet Postponed 
 

The plans for the 2008 annual MDBA 
Deacons’ Banquet have been put on in-
definite hold.  This change is to accom-
modate the regional Deacon Training 
that is scheduled for March 10.  (See 
front page of this issue of the Communi-
cator.)  Other potential dates for this 
year are being investigated, including 
holding it in the fall.  Your input is 
welcome.  Contact the MDBA office 
with your suggestions.  

Reminder... 
 
 
 

 
 

is the 15th of the month for  
church news and articles. 

Thanks, 
Brenda Green 
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New Church Starts In Middle District 
 
     We are very excited about the progress of church planting in our Association.  The Amelia Commu-
nity Church will have its Grand Opening Service on Sunday, March 9.  The ACC Steering Team has 
been meeting for some time to get all the logistics worked out for the new church.  The ACC Launch 
Team began its meetings in January in preparation for the first public services.  On the day prior to the 
Grand Opening, they will have a huge community event much like Junior Olympics. Many thanks to the 
MDBA churches in Amelia that have been so supportive of the development of this new congregation. 
 
     In addition, efforts are being explored to begin a new work in the city on Hull Street Road that will 
follow a different model than the Amelia project.  A third potential new church is a post-modern church 
that in the works for Chesterfield.  You will hear more about these in the months ahead. 
 
     We are always looking for individuals God has called to be Church Planters, as well as places where 
new works are needed.  To find out more about any of these projects or to find a way to get involved in 
new work in the association on a short-term or long-term basis, please let us hear from you.  We feel 
that God is truly at work and that it is nothing short of a privilege to witness it and be a part of it.  

Welcome…. 
 
Mr. Eldridge Brock, member of Chester Baptist 
Church, has agreed to head up the Trailer Park 
Ministry. He will be attending the meetings, keep-
ing us all up to date as to the progress of these 
residence needs as they prepare to move, and 
helping recruit volunteers. Thanks!! 

Called to Serve  
      By Vickie Cooke 
 
From the personal experience of 
taking a team to Tanzania, I 
have seen the needs, I have 
seen the ministry of Barbara and 
Elton Cooke, I have seen the power of Jesus 
Christ give hope; when everything around seems 
hopeless.  These committed missionaries need 
our help to sustain their efforts.  God has 
equipped them with the will, but they need our 
help with the way.  If God calls you to support 
these bold servants, please respond.  The return 
on investment is certain. 

Called-to-Serve  
2022 Monroe Bay Circle  

Colonial Beach, Virginia 22443 
 
 

 
 
 
 

April 12, Chesterfield County 
(rain date-April 19) 

 
Kingdom Builders is entering its sixth year of  

ministry bringing together youth and adults from 
churches in Amelia, Chesterfield, and Powhatan 
Counties.  These volunteers bring enthusiasm,  

diligence, love, and commitment to help families 
that are high in need and low in resources.  On  
average, the ministry tangibly connects God’s 

love to about fifteen families per year.  On April 
12, the ministry will head to Chesterfield County.  
We hope you will be willing and able to join us. 
God instructs us in I John 3:11 to love one an-
other.  Kingdom Builders displays God’s love in 

your community through the building of a handi-
cap ramp, the painting of a home, the landscap-
ing of a yard, or the sharing of a meal.  The gos-
pel message is shared through the sweat on our 

brows.  Please pray for this ministry and join us if 
you can. Contact Matt Winters for registra-

tion details, 307-3905. 

Senior Corner 
 
Happy Valentine’s to all our MDBA 
Senior Adults. You are our sweethearts 
and we love you!      Exodus 20:12 
 
Evelyn Horner, Senior Adult Coordinator 
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Latin American Missions Project News 
Louis Orsatti, LOrsatti@yahoo.com  

 
 
 

Evelyn Horner was elected as Chair of the Latin American Mission Project, and G. C. Harbuck, Vice-Chair. 

In January, La Primera Iglesia Bautista held a special service with the purpose of having more people in-
volved in ministry.  Thirty-two people  said “Here I am, send me,” Isaiah 6:8.  These people then choose 
from 25 discipleship materials the one that would best help them begin the discipleship process with another 
person during the course of this year.   

To reach the whole Richmond community and to reach train missionaries to the world,  I am beginning to 
have more fellowship with other pastors in Richmond who are members of the Assembly of God Church.  

Central Virginia Baptist Ministries 
Nita May, Regional Coordinator 

Nita_May@cvbm.org, (804)332-4670  
 
 
 
Central Virginia Baptist Ministries is  delighted to announce that Gayle Taylor has been hired as Central Vir-
ginia Baptist Ministries (CVBM) Administrative Assistant beginning January 1, 2008. 
 
CVBM is a cooperative venture of Dover, Middle District, and Richmond Baptist Associations, designed to 
carry out shared missions and ministries in more effective ways.  Gayle will be providing administrative sup-
port services to the CVBM Regional Ministries Coordinator, Rev. Nita May. 
 
Gayle previously served as an adjunct instructor of English at John Tyler Community College and is currently 
pursuing a Master of Divinity degree at Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond. 

 
Gayle and her family are members of Graceland Baptist Church where she serves as organ-
ist.  She and her husband Jeff are the parents of twins, Kyle and Meredith, who will be 15 
years old in April. 
 
We welcome Gayle as the newest member of the CVBM staff. Her email is 
Gayle.Taylor@cvbm.org.  

Ministers’ Fellowship Luncheon 
February 12, Noon 

Branch’s Baptist Church 
 
Program: "The Minister and Forgiveness", author Dr. Everett Worthington, Jr. 

Dr. Worthington is a well known author, lecturer and professor at VCU. He is a devoted Christian and his 
insights have been useful to laymen and professionals alike. His focus will be helping ministers deal with 
forgiveness issues in our own lives that are the result of serving church members that are less than kind. 
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MIDDLE DISTRICT CALENDAR 

 
February 
9 Iron Sharpens Iron Conference, St. 

Paul’s, Richmond 
10-16  Focus on WMU week 
12 Ministers’ Luncheon, Noon, Branch’s 
15-16 21-C Conference, Woodbridge, VA 
 
March 
9 Amelia Community Church kick off 
10 Deacon Conference, BTSR, 6:45 PM 
11 Ministers’ Luncheon, Tomahawk, Noon 
21 Good Friday, office closed 
23 Easter 

Page 6 

 
 

 Birthdays 
 
3 Christy Turner, Central 
8 Rudy Potter, retired 
9 Ann Wood, retired 
11 Sarah Cosby, Tomahawk 
16 Charles Gibson, retired 
17 David Engleman,  
 Chesterfield 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Wedding 
Anniversaries  

 
21 David & Donalda 

Engleman, Chesterfield 
 

Staff/Spouses of Middle District Association 

February WMU Happenings… 
 

Children’s Ministry Day 
Feb. 16 

Imagine the impact when the children of your 
church reach out to your community through 

acts of compassion. Multiply this by thousands 
of children’s groups coast to coast, and you 

realize the amazing scope of Children’s Ministry 
Day. Your church is invited! Visit 

www.childrensmissions.com 
 to learn more. 

  
 

WMU Annual Spring Meeting 
April 4, 2008 

Chesterfield Baptist Church 
5:45 PM  

More info to come 

ARE YOU LOVING WELL? 
Women’s Retreat 

March 7-8 
Second Branch Baptist Church 

Cost: $10.00 (covers lunch and materials) 
Friday: 7:00—10:00 pm 

Saturday: 9:00 am—4:00 pm 
 

For a registration form, contact the church office, 739-3460 
 or drop by the MDBA office and pick one up.  

Deadline to register, Feb. 10. 

Sympathy  
   Extended… 
 
We express our 
deepest sympathy to Rev. 
Steve Allsbrook, Exe. Dir.,  
Dover in the death of his  
stepfather, Perry Vaughan. 


